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Proposed Principles of Maximum Entropy Production 
 

Some form of "maximum local entropy production principle" (MEPP) has been applied to 
systems where this optimization principle is supposed to compensate for the lack of structural 
information and measurements about complex systems, even systems as complex and as little 
characterized as the whole biosphere or the atmosphere of the earth. We select a number of 
claims from a few well-known papers that advocate this principle and we show that they are in 
some error, with the help of simple examples of well-known chemical and physical systems. 
These erroneous interpretations can be attributed to ignoring well-established and verified 
theoretical results.  
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